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“Planting The Seeds of Success…”™   

In last yearôs newsletter we talked about trusting trial results. About my trusting the 

results of the seed treating trials of the treatment companies for over 25 years.  I was 
disappointed to discover that they achieve their results using sterile soil, which has 
ABSOLUTELY NO resemblance to our soils as producers, yet as seed growers we 
were being encouraged to upsell these treatments to clients anyway. We then set up 
our own trials. We ran 96 replicated trials of synthetic seed treatments vs biological 
seed dressings like EcoTeaÊ in real soil containing real biology. We then moved 
them to field scale as well as offering it to our clients. The results? AMAZING to say 
the least. Producer after producer related to us how they have never seen their fields 
emerge so evenly. There is a valid explanation for that.  I still advocate doing your 
own trials on your own farm, even with the products we offer you. Itôs your money. You need to know. But the truth is, 
we are on to something.  

2019 saw the introduction of EcoTeaÊ line of products come in to Alberta. Based on the results over 87% of the pro-

ducers saw, 2020 will see EcoTeaÊ proliferate throughout the province. The concept is simple. Rather than isolate 

the plants from all biology (bacterial and fungal) by use of fungicide treatments for both seed and foliar applications, 

the concept of EcoTeaÊ is to build the plant up, from the inside out, so that a topical reactionary application of fungi-

cides is not necessary. When you proliferate the soil and plant with over 129,000 identifiable beneficial bacteria and 

30,000 beneficial identifiable fungi, the 3% of the hostile antagonistic pathogens cannot propagate. This includes foli-

ar fungi as well. What most producers do not realize is that their application of these fungicides wipe out any benefi-

cial bacteria and fungi even on the leaf surface. Some of these fungi actually facilitate absorption of nutrients from the 

atmosphereésuch as nitrogen (look up trichoderma species for yourself)! The EcoTeaÊ program is actually cost 

neutral to the producer when used in your current crop plan. Thatôs right, it wonôt cost any more to use this in your 

program... contact us and we can explain how. 

The EcoTeaÊ full program comes in 4 parts: 

Seed Dressing 

HDI in-furrow 

HDI Foliar 

HDI Residue Management 

It is not critical to use all 4 to be effective. For example, if you do not have a liquid kit, you would not be able to use 

the HDI in-furrow component, but you will still get very effective plant health increase by using the other 3. Why stub-

ble digester? With this concept of beneficial biology, your next yearôs production starts in the fall of the previous year. 

By introducing a saprophytic fungal dominated biological package to your stubble, you are ñpriming the pumpò for the 

soil activity next spring. Talk to one of us how the EcoTeaÊ program can enhance your bottom line. 

Caveat Emptor, Chapter 2 

EcoTea™, the New Kid on the Block 

Plant Beneficial Microbes For Your Crops and Soil 



 

Granular fertilizer- Why are you using 1940’s technology in 2020? 

In this day and age we all farm with the latest technology. GPS steering, Variable Rate Application, yield mapping 

and more. Heaven forbid we would spend the day now on a tractor without a cab, and that cab HAS to have air 

conditioning and a heater, right? If we are so particular about having the best that technology has to offer, why are 

we so content using 1940ôs technology when it comes to our cropôs fertility? Dry fertilizer restricts you in so many 

ways from achieving your cropôs yield potential. More than you may realize. 

Dry fertilizer has an incredibly high salt index;  

When we put dry down, we are adding more salt to an already salt-laden soil.

(reference your soil test) Salt Index of 46-0-0 is 74.4. Potash, or 0-0-62 is 120. 

Regular table salt is 150. By comparison, the salt index of a liquid product like 

Omex TNT is 11.4. This is why you are encouraged to used side-placed or mid-

row band to avoid burning the seed when using dry. Not so with liquid.  

Dry 11-52-0 has very poor efficiency; 

11-52 is only 30% available. If you put down 30 lb of actual, you are only getting 10 lb available to the seed row 

(30% orthophosphate), and of that maybe 7-12% in an area where it will do any good in the year of planting. And 

remember, roots grow down, not up, so the likelihood of that seed kernel benefitting from the granule is practically 

ZERO. Also, 45 days after seeding, most of the 11-52 is no longer available due to it being tied up by calcium in 

high pH soils and aluminum and iron in low pH soils. By comparison, liquid P is 70% orthophosphate, not 30% like 

dry making it almost 2.5 times more available. Add to this the fact products like Carboxylate and TPA are added in 

to prevent tie up by the calcium and aluminum in the soil, and the choice should be clear. Dry does not have this 

option. Oh, yeséno heavy metal dumping in liquid P. It is derived from the purest form of phosphoric acid, used for 

human consumption, making liquid P 2nd purest in quality. This is why you can use less of the liquid and still have 

superior results compared to dry. Donôt let anyone tell you itôs more expensive than dry (see above % availability to 

the plant of both forms) or that ñyou are mining your soilò. Nonsense. We have 9 years of comprehensive soil tests 

that prove otherwise. 

Impossible to address micronutrients;  

When putting down micros, with dry, you cannot address the deficiency directly in the year of application. In fact, it 

takes about 7-10 years to see any results. That is why so many dry fertilizer businesses steer you right away from 

micros, as they cannot address them efficiently. With the liquid system we can mix EVERY nutrient needed in solu-

tion and apply it to EVERY SINGLE seed.  

95% seed contact with every nutrient the plant needs vs less than 5% with dry. You do the math. Remember- the 

cereal seedling determines the yield potential (how many rows it will build on to the head) at the 2-3 leaf stage. 

Would you rather have 95% of your seed covered with every nutrient when this 

critical time arrives or are you content with the old 1940ôs N-P-K way of farm-

ing? That choice belongs to you. When you move to a liquid program you ele-

vate your operation to a new level of management opportunities that you can-

not even begin to think about with the 1940ôs dry program. Give us a call if you 

need more information. 
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Canola Seed– Are Farmers Ready For A More Affordable Option? 
One to watch this year is a new line of canola which is not new at all, really. But the concepts are very attractive- 

$6.00 seed, not $15, 16, or $17.00. You can KEEP and re-use your seed. You can move into the Non-GMO premi-

um market. Farmers are getting more and more frustrated with the hybrid canola mar-

ket boasting ñ4.7 bu yield advantageò on variety X over Y yet never seeing it on their 

own farm, but the seed costs keep increasing. Yes, yields have being increasing incre-

mentally over the past 2 decades, but truth is most of that increased yield has come 

from our agronomic practices and precision equipment, not necessarily from the hybrid 

breeding programs. Once again, we get sucked into the advertising and donôt bother to 

challenge the claims. The University of Alberta has come out with an open pollinated 

canola breeding program and so far in side by side trials they have been keeping 

pace nicely with the best hybrids. When the dust settles, producers are NETTING more $/ acre than the hybrids! Im-

agine that?? Plus much lower input costs, with significantly less financial exposure.. We are going to be putting in a 

circle of their canola to prove this out to ourselves and you, our potential clients. Stay in touch with us through the 

summer and letôs see if going back to the future with open pollination results in more money for you the producer. 

Dr. Habibur Rahman University of Alberta canola breeder  

Benefits of Foliar Fertilizer–  
Guest article by Dr. Abdelbasset El Hadrami– CEO Omex Canada 

Foliar fertilizers and their role in preserving crop yield and quality  

Crops are able to absorb nutrients through their root systems; with the aid of symbiotic mi-

crobes (Rhizobium, Mycorrhizae) or through their foliage. The latter is becoming an essential 

component of modern agriculture to quickly correct deficiency, compensate for soil inability to 

transfer nutrients during periods of stress (i.e., dry conditions; excess moisture; cold; hot; hail; 

herbicide, ...), efficiently supply key nutrients that help achieve yield targets and enhance nutri-

ent density in the crop, and most importantly in preserving yield and hastening maturity. For instance, application of 

phosphorus through the foliage does not only correct phosphorus deficiency but enhances phosphorus uptake effi-

ciency by 17 fold and reduces time to maturity. Foliar boron during flowering has the ability to reduce flower abortion 

and preserve yield and quality. After a hail storm connections between the above ground part of the crop and the root 

system is often disturbed. Application of key nutrients such as phosphorus and boron along with biostimulants have 

the ability to restore essential plant functions and trigger branching, hence preventing a complete loss of yield and a 

delayed maturity. Application of manganese, zinc, copper, boron and sulfur alone or conjunction with fungicides trig-

gers plant defences to pathogen and pests. This, not only leads to healthier crops but helps prevent the buildup of 

resistances and prolong the effect of the fungicides applied in periods of disease. Finally, in recent years, a wide vari-

ety of biostimulants has reached the market and foliars offer the best vehicle for applying them onto the crops at key 

times of their growth and development.  

Having said all the above, one needs to be cautioned about the importance of the form of nutrients to be used in foli-

ars. Solubility is key and the uptake of nutrients is guided by their point of deliquescence (the ability of a dry salt to 

absorb moisture and turn from the dry state into a liquid form). For more information check an article on the Point of 

Deliquescence in a previous Issues Ink by Dr. El Hadrami. For more information visit www.omexcanada.com or con-

tact Andrew Stephen or Patrick. 
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Contact Us 

Give us a call for more information 

about our services and products  

Fabian Seed Farms Inc. 

Box 190  

Tilley AB T0J 3K0 

Patrick Fabian– 403-633-9999 

fabian@eidnet.org 

Andrew Fabian– 403-633-2237 

Stephen  Fabian– 403-633-7777 

Visit us on the web at 

www.fabianseedfarms.com 

Follow us on Twitter:    

 @ABSeedman 

Medicine Hat Area Rep: 

Mike Ost– (403)-548-0526 

ñPlanting The Seeds of Successò is a Reg-

istered Trademark of Fabian Seed Farms Inc. 

Varieties For 
2020 

 

“Planting The Seeds of Success…”™   

CEREALS 

¶ Brandon HRSW* 

¶ CDC Austenson Barley* 

¶ AAC Delight Triticale* 

¶ Bobcat Fall Triticale* 

           OILSEEDS 

¶ CDC Glas Flax* 

   PEAS 

¶ CDC Saffron Yellow* 

CORN 

¶ Round Up Ready 

¶ VT2P RIB-(Corn Borer 

Resistance) 

¶ CONVENTIONAL 

¶ CERTIFIED ORGANIC 

 

 

 

 

SOYBEANS 

¶ Round Up Ready 

¶ Non-GMO 

¶ Organic 

 

 Cover Crops-Regen Ag. 

¶ Cover Crops 

¶ Grass Seed 

¶ Forage Seed  

¶ Alfalfa Seed 

ATTENTION ORGANIC PRODUCERS!!! 

Fabian Seed Farms Inc. is now the Alberta authorized dealer for AgSol (Agriculture Solu-

tions) products, which include Nutri-Tech Solutions products developed and tested by 

Graeme Sait out of Australia. AgSol is a nation leader in organic, naturally occurring prod-

ucts. For more information go to their website https://www.agsolcanada.com/ . 

Tired of managing symptoms on your farm?  

Start allowing your soil to work WITH  you!  

Plant Beneficial Microbes For Your Crops and Soil  

* Denotes variety has been Nutrient 

Densified for enhanced performance 

and productivity. 

https://www.agsolcanada.com/

